Declaration's provision on the peoples' right for self-determination, which was more suitably applicable to the Baltic republics, as they were trying to garner support for independence.
Introduction
On Christmas Eve of 1979, a limited Contingent of Soviet troops crossed the Afghan border. By this time, groups of special forces of the KGB had stormed the fortified residence of the general secretary of the People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan, Hafizullah Amin. As a result of the assault, Amin was killed, along with his family and his guards. 2 The Soviet Union justified these killings, by "patriotic forces inside Afghanistan," 3 by claiming that Amin was a "butcher and an American agent." 4 The KGB delivered to Kabul and placed as the head of the party Babrak Karmal -an Afghan communist who had lived in emigration before this. 5 The Soviet-Afghan War had started.
Today, almost three decades separate us and the complete withdrawal of Soviet troops in 1989, but the war in Afghanistan continues to be a hot topic for scholars. The dominant paradigm of historical narrative on the consequences and outcomes of the Soviet invasion of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan considers the war to have been a total blunder for both the international authority and the internal legitimization of the USSR. Regarding the external authority of the Soviet government, Vladislav Zubok called the Soviet state a "failed Empire." Additionally, the war escalated in Afghanistan following the fall of the Soviet status of international authority. 6 However, the significant decrease of Soviet authority was caused not only by the impossibility for the "superpower" of succeeding on the battleground of Afghanistan for almost 10 years and fully establishing a socialist regime in the state, but also by the legacies of the postHelsinki era, as the invasion occurred four years after the Helsinki Accords were signed.
In fact, when the Helsinki Final Act was adopted, thirty-five states undersigned to guarantee the sanctity of the Helsinki Decalogue (ten key principles laid down in the Helsinki Final Act), which included: non-intervention in internal affairs; respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the freedom of thought, conscience, religion or belief; and the equal rights and self-determination of peoples. 7 The USSR had signed the Helsinki Accords, therefore agreeing to abide by these points. The weakened authority of the "superpower," supplemented with the idea that the Soviet involvement in the Afghan civil war was a violation of the spirit of the Helsinki Agreements, raised interest in the subject on the side of activists in Baltic Soviet republics. voiced: towards peace, disarmament, "glasnost" (openness/transparency). This had a great influence on the Latvian, Lithuanian and Estonian Samizdat publications, but a discussion of this transformation far exceeds the limitations of this paper.
Samizdat (and RL/RFE) as a public sphere
According to Habermas's definition of the public sphere, it is "a realm of social life in which something approaching public opinion can form."
11 In a regime intolerant to independent public discussions and other forms of information exchange, the ardour for self-expression manifested itself in quasi-legal or illegal practices. For successful information exchange and distribution among broader groups of people, the right tools had to be found. In the Soviet context, the mediator via which public opinion could be shaped independently of state control was Samizdat.
Any given definition of the notion of Samizdat will inevitably lead to oversimplification or generalization. Literarily, the term could be translated as "self- 1977 -1978 , and in Madrid, 1980 -1983 ' RLR report, Munich, 6 March 1980; HU OSA 300-85-12: 14. 31 Intro Baltics (New material), ' UPI report, Moscow, 29 January, 1980; HU OSA 300-85-12: 14. 32 'Baltic Activists Condemn the Invasion... ' RLR report, Munich, 6 March 1980; HU OSA 300-85-12: 14. 33 Ibid. 36 In the resolution of the United Nation General Committee, adopted on the 15 th of January 1980, 104 against 18 states voted in favor of the immediate withdrawal of the all foreign troops from Afghanistan. 37 'Baltic Activists Condemn the Invasion... ' RLR report, Munich, 6 March 1980; HU OSA 300-85-12: 14. 38 Intro Baltics (New material),' UPI report, Moscow, 29 January, 1980; HU OSA 300-85-12: 14. The first letter articulated the Helsinki Accords' provisions, and the implications thereof regarding the Afghan war, e.g., on the issues of sovereignty and non-intervention, additionally calling for the respect of human rights. The real focus of the message is in the meantime on the Helsinki Declaration provision on the right for peoples' selfdetermination, suitably applicable to the Baltic republics. As noted before, the Samizdat network, together with Western media organizations such as Radio Liberty, could influence public opinion both within and outside the Soviet Union. Having said that, an assessment of the impact of the Baltic republics' Samizdat on the broader dynamics of the Cold War is beyond what can be gauged on the basis of the sources used in this paper.
